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Themes of resilience, cultural heritage, and the celebration of diverse voices are at the heart of the 
winning titles in this year’s Middle East Book Awards. Readers are invited to explore a Golden Age 
Baghdad mystery, learn about the rich history of Jerusalem, and experience stories of family, 
community, and love that transcend borders. 
 
Established in 1999, the Middle East Book Award honors exceptional books for children and young 
adults that contribute to a deeper understanding of the Middle East and its societies. Each title is 
judged for its authenticity in portraying Middle Eastern subjects, strong characterization, engaging 
plot, and its resonance with the intended audience. 
 
For the purposes of this award, the Middle East includes Afghanistan, Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, 
Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Oman, the Palestinian Territories, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen. 
 
A committee of MEOC members, including educators, librarians, and outreach coordinators, 
selected winners in three categories: 
 

• Picture Book (for elementary school readers, featuring simple text with large illustrations) 
• Youth Literature (plot-driven works for middle and high school readers) 
• Youth Non-Fiction, given in honor of Lisa Adeli (non-fiction or memoir for K-12 students 

and teachers) 
 

2024 MIDDLE EAST BOOK AWARD RECIPIENTS 
PICTURE BOOK CATEGORY 

Award Winners 
The Great Banned-Books Bake Sale by Aya Khalil; Illustrated by Anait Semirdzhyan (Tilbury 
House, 2023). 
This story of a young Egyptian-American girl, Kanzi, is a testament to the power of books and the 
voices they empower. After discovering that a library shelf of diverse books has vanished, Kanzi and 
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her classmates, inspired by her grandmother’s activism, band together to restore and celebrate 
these invaluable stories. 
 
The Ferris Wheel by Tülin Kozikoğlu; Illustrated by Hüseyin Sönmezay, translated by Julie Albright 
(Crocodile Books, 2023). 
This poetic story follows the intertwined paths of two distant families, encouraging young readers 
to consider the shared human experiences of war and immigration, and the empathy that connects 
us all. 
 
Honorable Mentions 
The Blue Butterfly of Cochin by Ariana Mizrahi; Illustrated by Siona Benjamin (Kalaniot Books, 
2024). 
A young girl recounts her family’s journey from their ancient Jewish community in Cochin, India, to 
a new life in Israel, navigating the complexities of dual heritage and finding comfort in both worlds. 
 
Eleven Words for Love: A Journey Through Arabic Expressions of Love by Randa Abdel-Fattah; 
Illustrated by Maxine Beneba Clarke (Candlewick, 2023). 
Through eleven expressions of love in Arabic, this story highlights a Palestinian family’s 
experiences in exile, expressing universal themes of family, resilience, and the many shades of 
love. 
 

YOUTH NON-FICTION CATEGORY  
(given in honor of Lisa Adeli) 

Award Winner 
Where is Jerusalem? by Ellen Morgan, illustrated by Stephen Marchesi (Penguin Workshop, 2024). 
An engaging introduction to Jerusalem, this book’s short chapters, illustrations, and a foldout map 
make it an accessible and informative resource for young readers and educators alike, offering new 
perspectives on a city with profound historical significance. 
 
Honorable Mention 
The Miracle Seed by Martin Lemelman (Eerdman’s Books for Young Readers, 2023). 
This inspiring blend of history and science tells the remarkable story of a 2,000-year-old seed 
growing into a tree, emphasizing themes of discovery and resilience. The book’s female 
protagonists offer young girls strong role models in science, archaeology, and anthropology. 
 

YOUTH LITERATURE CATEGORY 
Award Winner 
The Djinn’s Apple by Djamila Morani; translated by Sawad Hussain (Neem Tree Press, 2024). 
In this lyrical translation, readers are drawn into a magical world set in Golden Age Baghdad, 
complete with mystery, romance, and rich historical detail. The story, supplemented with a 
glossary and historical notes, brings ancient Baghdad to life through a diverse and enchanting cast. 
 

ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST OUTREACH COUNCIL 
The Middle East Outreach Council (MEOC), established in 1981, is a national nonprofit organization 
dedicated to enhancing public understanding of the Middle East. With a national network of 
educators, MEOC provides resources and programming aimed at K-12 and college educators, as 
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well as the general public. MEOC’s programs, including its annual book award, aim to represent 
multiple voices and perspectives, fostering informed and inclusive dialogue. 
 
A list of past winners of the Middle East Book Award, a copy of this press release, and nomination 
criteria for the 2025 awards can be found at www.meoc.us/book-award/. 
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